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1985 to 2023

THE SKI CHALLENGE completed its 37th season this past winter.  With 
the pandemic lingering, we were still able to have a pretty normal season 
with racing and indoor awards.  

The Ski Challenge began in 1985 as a Twin Cities Metro Area recreational ski 
racing program allowing adults to ski on teams in leagues, similar to softball 

or bowling leagues.  Approximately 35 members raced in the first year of the 
program.  Today close to 1,000 racers of all ages participate in the leagues and 

as guests throughout the season. The Ski Challenge has evolved into the finest and largest team 
oriented recreational ski racing experience anywhere!  As far as we can tell it is the largest league of 
its type anywhere in the world!  Ski Challenge's size and long time commitment of its members are 
testimony to the exciting racing and quality experience that it provides. 

THE SKI CHALLENGE has many great events planned for the 2023-24 season.   Seven ski leagues 
will be offered at Buck Hill for the upcoming season. Each league consists of anywhere from eight to 
16 teams, with 10 racers per team.  The regular season starts in January with races being held once 
a week for seven weeks.  Other various non-league events will also be made available at Buck Hill, 
Giants Ridge and Jackson Hole.  All of our leagues welcome both adults and participants under 18.  
The season culminates with a championship race weekend at Giants Ridge which includes both team 
racing and individual racing.  

HISTORY

SERIOUS FUN!  Members ski through dual timed modified giant slalom 
race courses during each event to earn a handicap, medal, and score 
team points. A standardized handicap system is used to determine the 
handicap.  That handicap is plugged into a Ski Challenge specific chart 
based on gender and age to determine medals and team scoring. The 
teams meet for socializing, awards, and door prizes after each event.  
No racing experience is necessary to participate in and enjoy the Ski 
Challenge.

Weekly printed results show team and individual standings along 
with news and information, sponsor information and advertising.  This 
information can also be found on the web site.  Individual scores are sent into 
NASTAR for each participant to gain a national ranking.  The seven week League 
series is followed by a series of Championship events in which every member is eligible 
to participate as an individual and with a team.

The Ski Challenge leagues are fun for the beginner, yet challenging for those seeking serious 
competition. The emphasis is on enjoying the sport and the camaraderie of fellow skiers.  Most 
members join to have a reason to ski more, to meet with friends, and enjoy a healthy winter 
activity.

Ski Challenge sponsors and areas enjoy the benefits of high exposure to a direct target market 
through their association with a program that has a proven track record and outstanding 
reputation.

WHAT IS
THE SKI

CHALLENGE?



Teams Regular Season Buck	 82
Teams Regular Season Wild	 19
Total Teams - Regular-season	 101
Leagues - Regular season	 11
Ski Areas	 3
Total Registered Regular Season Racers	 885
Buck Hill Registrations	 80%
Wild Mountain Registrations	 20%
E-mail List (households)	 1,884

MEMBERSHIP  -  2023

Events

League Events		 77
NASTAR Open Races		  7
Championships at Giants		  8

Total Events		 92

Leagues for 2022-23

Buck Hill - Regular Season			  7
Wild Mountain - Regular Season			 4

EVENTS -  2023

National Club Rankings for 2023

The Ski Challenge was the number 
one club again in 2023

1.  The Ski Challenge  	3789.40      
2.  Xlr8  670.92      
3.  Wild Bunch  204.70    

NASTAR National Rankings by
number of Starts

1.  Wachusett Mountain 20,784
2.  Aspen Mountain 	14,493
3.  Snowmass Ski Area 12,794
4.  The Ski Challenge 	10,745

NASTAR Reg iona l 
Rank ings  by  number 
of  Star ts



TOTAL REGISTERED R ACERS

AGES OF  R ACERS 
OVER THE YEARS
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participants was 47.
Highest concentration is in the 

60-69 (24%).
23% Female 
77% Male



PARTICIPATING INDIVIDUALS IN 
LEAGUES -  NO DUPLICATES

R ACER STARTS FOR LEAGUES

2001 - Added Wild Mountain Sunday DAY
2003 - Added Buck Hill Monday
2004 - Discontinued Hyland Monday
2004 - Added Buck Hill Saturday AM
2004 - Went from 6 weeks of regular season racing to 7
2005 - Added Buck Hill Friday
2007 - Added preseason to Buck Hill and Wild Mountain
2008 - Discontinued Buck Hill Sunday DAY
2008 - Added Wild Mountain Friday
2015 - Discontinued Hyland Wednesday

2017 - Three of week 7 leagues did not occur due to weather
2018 - Did not have a Wild MT Preseason only Buck Hill
2019 - Discontinued Buck Fri and Sat Regular Season
2020 - Preseason was cut back due to weather
2021 - Pandemic - no racing allowed in December - Cold 
week mid season caused cancellations
2022 - Covid still bad first few weeks - BHTHUR and BHTUES 
make ups after season had light attendance
2022 - Switched from a pre-season league format to open 
NASTAR nights which are not included in racer starts for 
leagues.

H ISTORY
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TOTAL R ACER VIS ITS/STARTS FOR 
ALL EVENTS

2023 HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME FOR

PARTICIPANTS

TOTAL RACER VISITS - STARTS
2023 2022 Difference 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Regular Season 4,737 5,011 -274 5,127 5,717 6,024 6,615 6,570 7,331 7,799 8,365 8,617 8,961 9,164
Open NASTAR 255 286 -31 143
Championships at 
Giants Ridge 480 489 -9 459 532 486 511 548 557 518 470 599 622 653

5,472 5,786 -314 5,729 6,249 6,510 7,126 7,118 7,888 8,317 8,835 9,216 9,583 9,817

2%
7%

11%

44%

36%

$20-39 K $40-69 K $70-99 K $100-199 K >$200 K

2023 Household Income



The Ski Challenge Regular 
Season starts the first week 

in January and runs for 
seven consecutive weeks.

REGULAR SEASON LEAGUE 
EVENTS

There were 11 race events 
held each week with 

anywhere from 40 - 160 
participants in each event.  

Sponsor Logos can be found throughout 
the league events both inside and outside.  

On banners, bibs, T-shirts, marketing 
materials and results.  Sponsors are also 

recognized at each sponsored award ceremony.



TEAM PHOTOS

Professional 5x7 Team Photos 
are taken and made available 

for each member.  These photos 
are also used in award plaques 
for the winning team of each 

league and the winning team in 
each championship division.



RUNNING ORDERS

Each week teams rotate 

in the running order.  A new 

running order is posted inside and 

at the top of the race run.  These 

running orders also include all of 

the league sponsors for that 

particular league.

Running orders available each week and pro-
vided in Captains' packets.

(This is a sample and has been reduced in size to fit on page)

11"x17" Running orders posted inside and 

at top of race run each week.

(This is a sample and has been reduced in 

size to fit on page)

BHMON Week #4

January 24, 2022

Orange

360
370
380
300
310
320
330
340
350

Green

310
320
330 

340
350
360
370
380
300

Buck Hill Sunday AM Running Order
Orange Green Orange Green Orange Green Orange Green Orange Green Orange Green Orange Green

100 170 230 160 220 150 210 140 200 130 190 120 180 110

110 180 100 170 230 160 220 150 210 140 200 130 190 120

120 190 110 180 100 170 230 160 220 150 210 140 200 130

130 200 120 190 110 180 100 170 230 160 220 150 210 140

140 210 130 200 120 190 110 180 100 170 230 160 220 150

150 220 140 210 130 200 120 190 110 180 100 170 230 160

160 230 150 220 140 210 130 200 120 190 110 180 100 170

170 100 160 230 150 220 140 210 130 200 120 190 110 180

180 110 170 100 160 230 150 220 140 210 130 200 120 190

190 120 180 110 170 100 160 230 150 220 140 210 130 200

200 130 190 120 180 110 170 100 160 230 150 220 140 210

210 140 200 130 190 120 180 110 170 100 160 230 150 220

220 150 210 140 200 130 190 120 180 110 170 100 160 230

230 160 220 150 210 140 200 130 190 120 180 110 170 100

Week #1 Week #2 Week #3 Week #4 Week #5 Week #6 Week #7



Ski Challenge | Week 4

Quick Links

Regular Season

Results

Individual

Ranking Reports

Team Ranking

Reports

Registration

Information

Calendar of

Events

The Birds of Prey - 1st Place

BHWEDD - Week 3

Tuckin' Fools - 1st Place

WMSUNA Week

SEE ALL PHOTOS HERE!

WILD MOUNTAIN SUNDAY LEAGUES

JANUARY 29

Meet in the Eagle's nest for booting up and

awards. Wild Mountain is hosting the

Blizzard ski group that day and they will be

taking over the Bear's Den.

We will also be in the Eagle's Nest on

Ski Challenge | SEASON WRAP UP

Quick LinksRegular SeasonResults Individual RankingReports ChampionshipsResults Calendar of Events

Our 38th season of the Ski Challenge has

wrapped up! It was a great year!
Despite the crazy weatheryear, we pulled off anotherfun-filled season! Our 2023season started off withcancellations due to too muchsnow, had some cold tempsand then rain thrown in duringmid-season, and then had todeal with more heavy snowon the tail end. Thanks to theski areas and MidwestMasters for helping us to getour final year-end races in. Our weather and conditions at Giants Ridge couldn't have

been more perfect! It was a great finish to the season. 
REGULAR SEASON / NASTAR Open Races. 

We had more than 5,200 regular-season race results throughout the season—close to

1,500 for Wild Mountain and 3,300 for Buck Hill. We had 255 Saturday night NASTAR

finishes at Buck Hill this season.
CHAMPIONSHIPS223 individuals participated in our Championships at Giants Ridge. We had close to 1,000

individual race starts in the two days of competition.
THANK YOU!
A BIG thank you to our participating ski areas and their staff at Buck Hill, Wild Mountain,

and Giants Ridge. Also, thank you to all our participating Sponsors. We couldn't do it

without our great Ski Challenge staff and most of all, we thank all the Ski Challenge racers

for all your support and continued participation.

Ski Challenge | Week 2

Quick LinksRegular Season
Results

Individual
Ranking Reports

Championships
Results

Registration
Information

Calendar of
Events

Results and Photos for Week 1You can find all our results for week1 on our website. Results are postedno later than the morning after therace.

Follow the links below for moreinformation.

LEAGUE RESULTS

INDIVIDUAL RANKINGREPORTS

OVERALL TEAM RANKINGREPORTS

Team Dirtbag - Buck Hill Thursday
We also post weekly photos on​Smugmug and Facebook.

PHOTOS

Happy Retirement
Happy RetirementJoel and Linda!
Joel and Linda!

Joel and Linda have workedwith Ski Challenge for 30+years. They were an integralpart of the formative years.Linda and Joel first worked forPatricia Lecy, the original

                2023 | Week 1

• 106 -  Total Teams 

• 99 -  Total Events

• 938 -  Registered Racers

• 47 - The average age of participants

• The highest concentration is in the 50-

59 age group & 60-69 age groups 

(24% each)

• 23% -  Female

• 77% -  Male

• 5,011 -  Total Racer Starts

• 3,750 -  Buck Hill Racer Starts

• 1,261 -  Wild Mountain Racer Starts

• 489 -  Participants at Giants Ridge

• 59% -  of participants surveyed who 

purchased season passes

• 60% -  of participants surveyed took at 

least one ski trip outside of Minnesota 

regional area

Interesting facts about the 2022 

Ski Challenge Season

The Ski Challenge

www.skichallenge.com

info@skichallenge.com

952-894-9220

NO PAY / NO PLAY

If a participant has not paid by race day, they must pay $170 before they receive a bib, 

and t-shirt and are allowed to race.  No one will be allowed to race without fees paid.  If a 

participant thinks he or she paid and they are marked unpaid, they still need to pay before 

racing.  Our staff members will make a note for the offi ce to check on payment.  If he or 

she has paid and we did not mark it down, we will either rip up the check or send back the 

payment.

REFUNDS

There are no refunds issued by The Ski Challenge. If someone on your team drops out or 

gets hurt, a replacement must be found. The replacement person pays the member who 

originally paid. If a replacement cannot be found, there is still no refund from Ski Challenge. 

When a participant (adult or child) withdraws from the program we are left with an opening 

that was being held for them, possibly turning away other racers. Ski Challenge will attempt 

to assist you with fi nding a new member. 

COURSE INSPECTION

You may inspect your racecourse before the race by side slipping.

YOU MAY NOT: Ski through the course or shadow the course (before or during the race)

ROSTER CHANGES

Additions or changes to teams (up to the roster limit of 10) can be made at any time until 

race 5.  Re-entry of participants is not allowed.  Open spots may be fi lled at any time.

SUBSTITUTION POLICY

YOU MAY NOT:  Ski with someone else’s bib

YOU MAY NOT:  Substitute someone else in a rostered racer’s position (your entire team 

will be disqualifi ed for that race and scores will be taken out) PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 

ARE WEARING THE PROPER BIB - IT IS NOT EASY TO SORT OUT TIMES UNDER THE 

WRONG BIB #.

DURING THE RACE

If you crash and will not be fi nishing your race run, or miss a gate, you must ski out of the 

course.  Do not go through the fi nish unless you complete the course and want that time to 

count.  If you are interfered with by another skier while on the course, you must ski out of the 

course and not go through the fi nish line in order to get a rerun.  If you ski through the fi nish, 

you will not be able to get a rerun and your time will count.  (If you are at the last few gates, 

you may ski through the fi nish) If your ski comes off as you start the course it is the discretion 

of the starter to determine if you should receive a re-run.  If you are taking a rerun, do not go 

in the middle of a team- go after one team and before another.

AFTER THE RACE

You may not ski through the course after the race is complete.  Unless authorized by the race 

crew. It is not safe for the race crew who is trying to take the course down at that time.

Welcome Back Racers!

TEAM PHOTOS

Team photos will be created digitally for 

everyone to download for FREE.  We will 

also make one printed copy for each team to 

be used in league fi rst place plaques.  If your 

team doesn’t win the league, we will give you 

your printed photo at week 7 awards.

Wild Mountain Team Photos are scheduled 

for the following races:

WMFRI - Week 5 - February 3

WM Sunday Races - Week 5 - February 5

Buck Hill Team photos are scheduled for the following races:

BHWEDD - Week 3 - January 25

BHWEDP - Week 3 - January 25

BHTHUR - Week 4 - January 26

BHSUN AM & PM - Week 4 - January 29

BHMON - Week 3 - January 30

BHTUES - Week 4 - January 31

YOU CAN STILL FILL TEAM ROSTER SPOTS

Did you know you can fi ll open spots on your roster at any time? 

Even after week 3? The best thing to do is fi ll your 10 roster spots 

before the season. But we understand that people commit and then 

drop out at the last minute. We also understand that occasionally 

someone gets hurt or just can’t race anymore.

If you have a spot fi lled by someone who now can’t race, you can 

“sell” their spot to someone else. Just make sure that you notify the 

Ski Challenge offi ce and have them check in at the registration table 

before racing. That way we can make sure they are in the computer 

and get their proper points and medal.

Ski Challenge budgets and rates are based on how teams are fi lled. 

By fi lling your team, you help keep fees down. Unfortunately, when 

rosters aren’t full, the fi xed costs need to be spread out among fewer 

racers, so fees rise.

CHECK IN FOR LEAGUE RACES

You only need to check in once at your league races.  Once you 

have signed a waiver, paid, checked in, and picked up your bib and 

T-shirt you are set for the season.  If someone 

ends up replacing you mid season, you must 

check in with the Ski Challenge offi ce to make 

sure we have all the information needed for 

the new racer.  Then you can transfer your bib 

to them.

CANCELLATIONS / MAKE UPS

Unfortunately, we’ve had a bumpy start to 

the season with the weather. Luckily, we’ve 

been able to schedule make-up dates. A few 

leagues are now behind on weeks. We will 

just keep the weeks going consistently and 

fi nish up with week 7 for each league.

BHTUES - extended to February 21

BHWED day and PM - extended to February 22

BHMON - tentatively extended to February 27

We understand that some “normal” colder weather is coming at the 

end of January – the beginning of February. It’s a lot easier and safer 

to race in colder temps than rain and slush! So, bundle up, and let’s 

race!

Week 5 - Race 4 Results

January 31, 2022

Newsworthy!

     2023 | WEEK 3 | JANUARY 19

Wild Mountain Open NASTAR

Fridays

6 - 8 pm

Buck Hill Wednesday and Friday GS 

Clinics
Wednesdays - 10:15 am - 12 pm

Crossroads - $30

Fridays - Feb 10 & 24 - 7-8:30 pm

Milkrun - $35

Practice at Giants Ridge - Innsbruck / Helsinki

Friday, March 3

11 am - 1 pm

$20

Week 5 - Race 4 Results

January 31, 2022
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Championships at Giants Ridge

March 3, 4, 5, 2023

Championships at Giants Ridge is fast 

approaching!

All Check-in will be in the sports pavilion 

above the parking lot.  The maintenance 

garage will be available with tables and 

chairs on Friday and Saturday.  Food and 

beverage will be available for purchase 

throughout the day on Saturday until 6 pm.

Awards for the Friday Open Team race will 

be held at 7:30 pm in the main Chalet next to 

the Burnt Onion Bar/Restaurant.  Giants Ridge 

has requested we have awards at this later 

time after the daily crowd is gone.  Please 

note, the Bar/Restaurant in the Lodge is closed for the season.  The 

Burnt Onion Bar will be open.

All team racing will be scheduled for Saturday.  Because of this, we 

will need to have one division on Helsinki.  Helsinki has evolved to 

become wider and groomed to a better pitch.  We need to do this in 

order to have all 5 divisions on Saturday and allow for the Midwest 

Masters to have their races on Sunday.

BIBS FOR TEAM DIVISION RACING - You will be wearing your 

regular league bib for whatever team you are racing with.  We will 

not be doing bib stickers this year.  You will still need to check in to 

make sure you are wearing the proper number for the division.  

Divisions Posted on Back 

Page of this Newsletter

HOW DIVISIONS ARE DETERMINED: Teams 

are placed in a division after race #5 by using the 

medal average of each racer based on the average 

handicap after the best and worst are dropped. 

Whatever roster is listed on Week #5 will be your 

State Championships roster.

The top six racers’ points (same point system as used 

in leagues) are then added up for a team average 

total. The 7th, 8th, or 9th racers may be used to 

break ties. Divisions are formed by grouping the teams with similar 

points together. Racers must participate in one regular season league 

race to be counted for state.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN:  Registration for all 

Championships events is open online.  Ski Challenge Open 

Team Race and King/Queen of Hel races running orders will be 

determined by registration received.  

LODGING OPTIONS

Go to our website for Lodging Options

R A G G E D  E D G E S  -  B H S U N A
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NEWS LETTERS

Sponsors and ski areas 
are represented in each 

weekly e-news and printed 
newsletter.

E-news is e-mailed to more 
than 1,800 addresses.

Printed news is distributed 
at all league events and 

participating shops.

E -News

Pr inted  News



CHAMPIONSHIPS AT  GIANTS R IDGE

The 2023 Championships were held at Giants Ridge in Biwabik, Minn.
We had 480 racers starts.

Sponsors are prominently 
displayed throughout the 

weekend event.



SURVEY RESULTS

We asked participants how likely they would be to 
purchase a season pass if they did NOT participate in 
Ski Challenge.

Without Ski Challenge Would You 
Purchase a Season Pass? 2023
Definitely Would NOT Purchase 60%
Probably Woud NOT 14%
May Purchase 16%
Definitely WOULD Purchase 10%

Not every participant in our program filled out a survey.  Results based on those who chose to participate in the survey.
Some results total more than 100% - this is because participants could choose more than one answer.

SKI AREA 
RESULTS

YEARS AS 
MEMBER

Where did you purchase pass? 2023
Buck Hill 69%
Wild Mountain 17%
Afton Alps 4%
Welch Village 6%
Trollhaugen 10%



SURVEY RESULTS

SKI 
TRIPS


